
 

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA PLANNING BOARD 

Meeting Minutes 

August 3, 2020 7:00 p.m. 

Village Hall and Zoom 
 

Call to Order: 

Chair Eric Buskirk called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Attendance: Planning Board Members – Eric Buskirk, Tim Goyette, Gregg Zeman, Alternate 

Member Jesus Santiago, Board of Trustees Liaison George Solotruck, Building/Plumbing 

Inspector Luis Aguero, Village Attorney Lydia Marola,  

Voting members: Eric Buskirk, Tim Goyette, Gregg Zeman, Jesus Santiago  

Excused: Bryan Reed, Carl Yanoch 

 

Minutes of the Planning Board meeting held July 6, 2020 

Motion: by Eric Buskirk; Seconded by Tim Goyette; 

That the minutes of the July 6, 2020 Planning Board meeting are hereby approved. 

All in favor.  

 

 

66 Fifth Street – Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon 

 

a.) Public Hearing 

Representatives Hyde Clark of Yong Summer, LLC representing Cellco Partnership 

for Verizon was in attendance to present an introduction for the application to install 

two 4G micro cell antennae onto utilities poles located at 66 Fifth Street and 133 Lark 

Street.  The existing 24.5’ pole at 66 Fifth Street is currently owned by Verizon and 

will be replaced with an approximate 34’ pole with antennae installed atop.  The 

newly erected pole will not exceed height of pole located on opposite side of street.  

The old pole shall be removed immediately upon disconnection of all other utilities.  

The pole at 133 Lark Street is currently owned by National Grid and will be extended 

to accommodate the micro cell antennae.  These installations are identical to the 

previously approved installation located at 241 Washington Avenue in November 

2018.  The applicant provided a study describing the selection of each individual pole 

as requested by the Chair.  The Chair and the Planning Board are satisfied with the 

documentation provided. 

 

Chair Eric Buskirk opened the public hearing at 7:11 p.m. 

 

• William Savacool  

o Questioned the applicant what the benefits to the project are:  The applicant 

responded that the microcell will provide additional coverage and service to 

customers within a 1000-foot radius and will free up capacity from additional 

existing site. 

 

• Dana & Justin Callahan  

o Concerned with safety of EMF levels and radiation:  The applicant the equipment 

meets FCC standards deemed safe.  The applicant has agreed to provide a copy of 

the document indicating these standards. 

 

Chair Eric Buskirk closed the public hearing at 7:33 p.m. 

 

133 Lark Street – Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon 

a.) Public Hearing 

 



 

Chair Eric Buskirk opened the public hearing at 7:33 p.m. 

 

 No additional public comment. 

 

Chair Eric Buskirk closed the public hearing at 7:33 p.m. 

 

b.) Discussion 

The Planning Board has no additional concerns and agrees to vote on both of the 

proposals.  

 

c.) Action 

66 Fifth Street– Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon 

SEQR Motion: Gregg Zeman; Seconded: Erick Buskirk 

That this project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, 

therefore an environmental statement need not be prepared, and to issue a negative 

declaration under SEQR. 

All in favor 

 

 

Motion: Eric Buskirk; Seconded by Tim Goyette; 

That the Planning Board hereby approves the application and site plan dated June 25, 

2020 for the property located at 66 Fifth Street as prepared by Tectonic Engineering 

& Surveying Consultants, P.C. and will issue the site with a Special Use Permit with 

the following contingency; That any and all previously existing and abandoned utility 

poles be removed upon completion of new installation including that located at 241 

Washington Avenue, Scotia, NY 12302. 

All in favor. 

 

133 Lark Street– Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon 

SEQR Motion: Erick Buskirk; Seconded: Gregg Zeman 

That this project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, 

therefore an environmental statement need not be prepared, and to issue a negative 

declaration under SEQR. 

All in favor 

 

 

Motion: Eric Buskirk; Seconded by Tim Goyette; 

That the Planning Board hereby approves the application and site plan dated June 24, 

2020 for the property located at 133 Lark Street as prepared by Tectonic Engineering 

& Surveying Consultants, P.C. and will issue the site with a Special Use Permit with 

the following contingency; That any and all previously existing and abandoned utility 

poles be removed upon completion of new installation including that located at 241 

Washington Avenue, Scotia, NY 12302. 

All in favor. 

 

220 Vley Road – AJ Signs 

Representative Carly Clark of AJ Signs was in attendance to present the sign application for 

“The Little Beauty Bar” located at 220 Vley Road.  The sign is to aide in customer direction.  

The 16 sq. ft. textured sign meets Village sign code.  The Planning Board has no concerns. 

 

SEQR Motion: By Eric Buskirk; Seconded by Gregg Zeman; 

That this project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore 

an environmental statement need not be prepared, and to issue a negative declaration under 

SEQR. 

All in favor 

 



 

 Motion: By Eric Buskirk; Seconded by Gregg Zeman; 

 That the Planning Board hereby approves the application and site plan dated June 8, 2020 for the 

property located at 220 Vley Road as prepared by AJ Sign Co. 

 All in favor. 

 

49, 55 & 65 Albermarle Road – Ravi Modasra 

Representative Ravi Modasra of Mohawk Companies was in attendance to present the request 

for zoning changes to the properties located at 49 Albermarle Road, 55 Albermarle Road, and 65 

Albermarle Road.  The applicant is requesting that the properties which are currently split 

between retail commercial zoning and single-family residential zoning, be re-zoned as solely 

retail commercial to coincide with their neighboring retail commercial sites.  The applicant 

currently has no immediate plans for development to these sites, however the zoning change will 

allow them to pursue potential options.  The Planning Board would be charged with reviewing 

the zoning change and making the recommendation to the Board of Trustees for final approval.  

The Chair questioned the applicant’s motivation for the change.  The applicant described that the 

zoning change may allow for a possible future potential for a multi-family property.  The 

Planning Board would hold a public hearing for resident input on the requested zoning change.  

Resident John Jones of Albermarle Road was present and requested comment.  The resident 

opposes any possible commercial or multi-unit development in the area as it would negatively 

impact the traffic and the quality of the neighborhood.  The resident also pointed out what 

appears to be a gravel road on the Eastern side of 49 Albermarle Road.  The applicant described 

that the passageway was made during construction of the Comfort Inn and was intended for 

weed control and to aid in construction.  The Planning Board agrees to take no action on the 

proposal tonight and will review the history of previously approved zoning changed and the 

impact this proposed change may have. 

 

102 Mohawk Avenue – Jacob Koehler 

Representatives Jacob Koehler and Doug Demarco were in attendance to present the application 

for site plan review for the property located at 102 Mohawk Avenue.  The applicant is proposing 

renovations and approximate 100 sq. ft. addition to an existing structure.  The addition would 

overlap onto the neighboring property lines which does not comply with Village code. The 

Building Inspector explained that in order to achieve the addition, the two parcels would need to 

be combined.  The applicant does not agree that the parcels should be combined and instead feels 

that an easement would be more appropriate and will provide tax relief.  Attorney Marola 

suggested that the applicant submit a copy of the deeds to the Building Inspector to review.  She 

also suggests contacting the assessor regarding tax implications of combining the parcels.  

Curbing that exists on the parcel also poses a problem for entering and exiting traffic onto NYS 

Rt.’s 5 and 50.  NYS DOT will need to be consulted for recommendation, guidance and authority 

of traffic on these routes.  The site plan lacks details on the proposed addition including location 

and dimensions as well as traffic mitigation into and out of the site, parking, lighting, snow 

removal, sidewalks & landscaping, dumpster location, signage, etc.  A traffic study should also 

be performed.  The applicant shall complete the site plan and provide the details discussed for 

future review. 

 

270 N. Ballston Avenue – Frank & Sons 

Representative John Korniak was in attendance to present the application for 270 N. Ballston 

Avenue.  The applicant has added details as requested by the Planning Board during the previous 

review.  Lighting and building details have been indicated on the site plan.  Plantings are to be 

installed along the front of the building.  A verbal shared parking agreement has been made 

between the applicant and the neighboring funeral home owners.  The Village code requires a 

minimum of seven parking spaces for retail square footage.  The front of the property will host 

five parking spaces and there are an additional eight that will be shared with the neighboring 

property.  Attorney Marola advises that a written agreement be filed between the neighboring 

property and the applicant regarding the shared use of parking spaces. A curb cut should also be 

added along Knickerbocker Road for rear entrance to the property.  The Planning Board is also 

concerned that any vehicles parked in the front five spaces will pose a problem to traffic if 



 

attempting to back out onto Rt. 50.  The Traffic Safety Committee shall review and discuss with 

the Chair and Building Inspector. 

 

SEQR Motion: By Eric Buskirk; Seconded by Tim Goyette; 

That this project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore 

an environmental statement need not be prepared, and to issue a negative declaration under 

SEQR. 

All in favor 

 

Motion: By Eric Buskirk; Seconded by Gregg Zeman; 

That the Planning Board hereby approves the application and site plan dated April 29, 2020 and 

revised on July 1, 2020 for the property located at 270 N. Ballston Avenue as prepared by John 

Korniak with the following contingencies; Final review and approval of the parking and curb 

cuts by the Village of Scotia Traffic Safety Committee with proper permitting and; Written 

shared parking agreement with White’s Funeral Home presented to and approved by the Village 

Attorney. 

All in favor 

 

 

 

Training Status Report: 

Current Training Hours: Eric Buskrik:  .5 

    Bryan Reed:  -8 

    Carl Yanoch:  -3 

    Gregg Zeman:  5 

    Tim Goyette: 0 

Alternate Jesus Santiago: 0 

 

New Business: 

Attorney Marola advised that the Board of Trustees has referred review of the Village code 

relating to small cells to the Planning Board.  The Planning Board will discuss unifying the code 

at a future meeting. 

 

Old Business: 

Tim Goyette announced to the board modifications made in Amsterdam to the crosswalks to 

accommodate pedestrian traffic.  This could be referred to as a model for potential improvements 

to the Mohawk Avenue corridor.  Chair Eric Buskirk will be attending a BID meeting to discuss 

this. 

 

Adjournment: 

Motion: By Eric Buskirk; seconded by Tim Goyette; 

To adjourn meeting at 9:28 pm.  

All in favor. 

 

Respectively submitted, 
 

 
___________________________ 

Newe Haile 

Village of Scotia Planning Board Clerk  


