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Introduction

 Lead & Copper Rule (LCR) Overview.

 LCR, 56 FR 26564, June 7, 1991.

 Purpose is to protect public health by minimizing lead (Pb) and copper (Cu) 

levels in drinking water, primarily by reducing water corrosivity. Pb & Cu enter 

drinking water mainly from corrosion of Pb  & Cu containing plumbing materials.

 The Rule established action levels of 0.015 mg/l (15 ppb) for Pb & 1.3 mg/l 

(1,300 ppb) for Cu based on the 90th percentile level of tap water samples.  

Exceedance can trigger additional monitoring, corrosion control treatment or 

lead service line replacement (LSLR).

 All community water systems are subject to the LCR requirements.

 “Since implementation, the LCR action level exceedances have decreased by over 

90%.” (EPA)
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Public Health Benefits

 Implementation of the LCR has resulted in (EPA):

 Reduction in risk of exposure to Pb that can 

cause damage to brain, red blood cells and 

kidneys, especially for younger children and 

pregnant women.

 Reduction in risk of exposure to Cu that can 

cause stomach and intestinal distress, liver or 

kidney damage and complications of Wilson’s 

disease in genetically predisposed people.
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Updated LCR - December 22, 2020

 Test for lead in the internal plumbing of schools and child-care facilities.

 Improved tap sampling procedures to better locate elevated levels of lead in drinking water. The “fifth liter” 

sampling requirement captures lead that can enter drinking water from a lead service line (LSL).

 New 10 ppb of Pb trigger level requires more and rapid implementation of corrosion control treatment and 

LSLR.

 Changes to shorten public notification times if lead is found in a home or the water system above the action 

level.

 Public water systems are required to identify and make public the locations of lead service lines (inventory) by 

October 16, 2024.

 If test lead above 15 ppb, need to develop a plan and begin replacement of 3% of LSLs per year for systems 

>10,000 customers.  Small water systems that select LSL replacement as their compliance option will have to 

replace LSLs on a schedule not to exceed 15 years.
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“5th Liter” Sampling
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Water Quality

 The Annual Water Quality Report for 2021 for the Village of Scotia had the following results:

 Copper: 90th percentile result of 0.010 ppb (<1,300 ppb action level); range 0.010 – 0.268 ppb

 Lead: 90th percentile result of 17.9 ppb (>15 ppb action level); range ND – 61 ppb (exceeded at 4 of 30 

sites sampled)

 How to find out if you have a lead service line:

 Locate the line coming into your home

 Scratch the pipe with key or coin

 Place magnet on pipe
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Financial Assistance

 NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) is a public benefit corporation that provides low-cost 

capital and grants for water quality improvement projects through the Drinking Water State Revolving 

Fund Program (DWSRF).

 The NYS Department of Health is the federal grant recipient and co-administers the program with EFC.

 The new Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) includes funding for LSLR, which will be administered through 

the existing program.

 Projects to create LSL inventories or replace LSLs may be eligible for funding.

 LSL Inventory projects must identify the number & location of LSLs and the completed inventory 

can be used to apply for LSL replacement in a subsequent year.

 LSL Replacement projects must replace the entire service line (public & private) and must have a 

known number & location inventory completed.
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Eligibility Requirements

 Funding applications must only include LSL eligible work (no other water improvements).

 An Engineering Report is required as part of the application.

 You can submit an application for LSL replacement, inventory, or both in any year.

 Can submit a project to replace or inventory all or a portion of a systems LSLs (phased replacement).

 Submit a DWSRF IUP listing form.

 Other potential funding sources:

 Water Infrastructure Improvements Act (WIIA)

 Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) Program

 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
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Next Steps

 Perform a Corrosion Control Study

 The Village hired PRIME AE to begin the study.

 NYSDOH has requested the study be completed by December 31, 2023.

 Develop a LSL Inventory

 Village staff will have to perform an historic records search.

 May need resident assistance with checking service type on incoming line to home.

 EPA has developed a template of the information required to help with the process.

 EPA requires the inventory to be completed by October 16, 2024.

 PRIME AE has can assist with this task.

 Apply for funding

 PRIME AE can provide funding application assistance.
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Questions

 Questions?




